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From the President 
 

I hope you are all enjoying the off season & for those 
playing 7’s, mixed & indoor, I hope you are enjoying 
the milder weather in the lead up to Christmas. 
 
I’d like to thank the current committee members for 
their commitment already this year & I know that a few 
of the sub committees have met already to commence 
planning for 2008. 
 
2008 will see our great club turn 75 & big things are 
already being planned. Watch this space! We also hope 
to make a huge announcement at this day about one of 
the ‘greats’ of our club. 
 
Great news with Peter Freer staying on the coach the 
Premier league squad & Mal Cowan taking on the top 
women’s side – Willow Bridge – see article below. 
 
Congratulation goes to Mark Nicholls and Sara Laidler 
for selection in Senior Mens and U18 Womens Indoor 
teams. Well done also, to Declan Spencer & Nathanael 
Kenworthy for being selected for the U13 Boys talent 
squad. 
 
Declan also was selected to run the 400 metres at 
Homebush in early December with the National 
Schools Championships as he clocked a great time at 
the interschool sports day – we hope he does well. 
 
I close by wishing a Merry Christmas to all & seasons 
greetings! 

Lee Abbott 

 
Coaches appointed and new recruits 
 
There is no stopping our busy key club members at 
Fremantle, they are working hard during the off-
season. Each off-season presents unique opportunities 
to attract players and coaches to our organisation and 
after another successful year, the Elite Management 
Committee (introduced in 2007, a sub committee 
ratified by the FHC General Committee to run the elite 
teams of the club) has wasted no time in securing the 
services of Men’s Wizard Cup coach, Pete Freer to 
lead our boys further for another year and the 
appointment of Mal Cowan to grow and strengthen the 
girls to reach higher points next year.  
 
 

Mal Cowan has a wealth of hockey experience through 
both his coaching and playing career. Hailing from 
Mods (we won’t hold that against him), he has coached 
their Men 1Bs team for many years, together with other 
achievements of coaching first division women and 
being heavily involved in Western Australia Hockey 
Institute of Sport. Playing many years as a Goalkeeper, 
he can certainly provide good support not only to our 
women goalkeepers and defence but also providing tips 
for the strikers to beat the best keepers in the grades. 
The girls have been informed about this appointment 
with all returning for another season! 
 
Pete Freer has confirmed the club will be welcoming 
up to five new recruits in the new year to strengthen 
our top men’s sides. New recruits are not easy to find, 
but with Pete and others hard work together with a 
strong club atmosphere, you are likely to see more and 
more new faces around the club in years to come, 
making us a strong bigger and more reputable club in 
the Hockey WA competition. 
  
We welcome all new recruits and congratulate our top 
coaches on their appointments.  
 

 
 

Have you supported our naming 
rights sponsor in 2007? 

 
Worldwide Online Printing Applecross joined the 
Fremantle Hockey Club in April 2007 as naming rights 
sponsor for the season and has enjoyed the experience, 
however with players in the off-season, you may not 
know that Worldwide continue their support to both 
local businesses and club members alike for all their 
printing needs.  

 
It is now at this time, more than ever, that we need to 
support our kind sponsors by putting their name out in 
the community and sending any printing their way. 
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Did you know? 
 

- Worldwide can print up personalised 
Christmas cards and 2008 calendars 

- Worldwide can assist with graphic design, 
brochures and presentation folders artwork 

- Many club members are already getting 
business cards printed by Worldwide (But not 
enough!) 

- Worldwide are located conveniently on the 
corner of Riseley Street and Canning 
Highway, Applecross (map below) 

- Prices are competitive 
 

 
 
Those who attended the wind up would have received 
our ‘End of Season Wind up Magpie’ in all its glory 
and colour. Worldwide Online Printing Applecross 
printed this for us, at a discount, in order to give you 
the best colour brochure we have ever seen! 

 
Let’s support the businesses that support us! 

 
Please ensure when obtaining a quote or getting 
printing done that you note you are from the Fremantle 
Hockey Club to ensure they can record the business 
they get from us. 
 
For all your printing needs, please contact Richard on 
Applecross.Design@worldwide.com.au  or (08) 9364 
6666. 
 

Record windup attendance 
 

This year saw over 170 members and guests crowd into 
the South Fremantle Football Club’s bar for pre-dinner 
drinks under the impressive photo of that spectacular 
John Gerovich mark. This was a record attendance; 
exceeding last year’s fabulous Wizard Cup winning 
celebration windup.   
 
 

 
With the Women’s Willow Bridge League (Promotion 
1) team and the Ladies Metro 1 teams fresh from 
winning their grand finals and all the other women’s 
teams having reached the finals, the noise level 
gradually reached a level appropriate for the occasion. 
 
When the time came to move into the main room for 
dinner and dancing, it was evident that the venue 
worked extremely well for this event with the tables 
fringing three sides of the room and with plenty of 
room for the dancing that was to come later. 
 

Hudson Memorial Trophy 
 
This trophy is one that is awarded to a member who 
makes an extraordinary contribution to the club off the 
field, as well as being a good club person on the field.  
No member can win this award more that once and it 
needs not be presented if a suitable candidate is not 
found each year. 
 
Those who have worked even on the periphery of the 
club administration in recent years would heartlily 
agree to the selection of Sharron Wharton-Street as 
the 2007 recipient.  Sharron not only played a major 
role in the successful season the top women’s side, but 
was an extraordinarily efficient and energetic club 
secretary.  
 

Club history created 
 
While the outstanding success of the club’s womens 
teams this year points to the on-field impact the women 
have made, so this is mirrored by their involvement in 
the administrative side of the club.   
 
It is fitting, therefore, that the election of our first 
women president was announced at the windup to great 
applause.  As if being a mother with a young family 
was not enough work, Lee Abbott has take on a an 
even greater workload with this position, but as a 
former women’s Vice President she has gone into this 
fully aware of what is required.  Her decision would 
have been made easier knowing the quality of the other 
key office bearers and the depth of the general 
committee.  We all wish Lee the very best for this 
coming year.  
 

�

�
 

For all your real estate needs 
Murray Bright  
0417 989 403 
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 Club president, Lee Abbott and club secretary, 
Sharron Wharton-Street enjoying the 2007 wind up 

 

 
Bob Kernaghan Award 

 
The Bob Kernaghan Award for contribution to the 
Club by a non-player was presented this year by Blaza; 
a sad reminder that it will no longer be presented in 
person by its namesake after Bob’s passing earlier this 
year. 
 
Peter Payze was recipient in 2007 for his ongoing 
support of the junior side of the club through taking on 
the onerous job of collecting monies from junior 
parents and processing extremely efficiently to make 
our club treasurer’s job a lot lighter.  
 

Andrew Robertson is made a 
Fremantle Life Member 

 
A life membership 
medal was presented 
to former president 
and great contributor 
to the Club, Andrew 
Robertson at the 2007 
wind up.   
 
His contribution to 
the Club was 
enthusiastically 
endorsed at the 
previous week’s 
AGM as an 
acknowledgement of 
his administrative 
skills and tireless efforts. He continued to be actively 
involved with the club as chairman of the Elite 
Management Committee. 
 

 

 
Kareece Hudson-Brown  

Goldenstick Award 
 
The Kareece Hudson-Brown Goldenstick Award was 
inaugurated and presented to Kareece at the 1998 Club 
windup as an acknowledgement of the number of times 
she had topped the Club goal scoring tally despite 
fighting breast cancer for many years. Kareece 
presented the award at the 1999 windup and sadly 
passed away in the December of that year. 
 
This year the award was shared; Robert Golding and 
Melanie Smith having both potted 26 goals each. 

 

 
 
�
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Spearwood 
 

Call us for all your finance needs 
Phone: (08) 9434 3340 

Email: spearwood@wizard.com.au 
 

 
A New ‘Magpie’! 

 
Top women’s player, Jodi Males and hubby, Steve 
recently welcomed their first child, a little boy named 
Oscar, into the world.  
 
Congratulations to the whole family! 

 



��������	��  

All contributions for the Fremantle Hockey Club newsletter are to be forwarded to 
    Ian Sills,  email  sillsphone@iinet.net.au                            4  

 

 
Dazza picks up historic double 

 
Popular Magpie, Darryl McCormick, received the Jack 
Rickie award for the fairest and best player in the top 
men’s team for the fourth successive time.  
 
This award was in addition to the prestigious 
Olympians Medal – award for best player in the 
Wizard Cup First Division competition - that he won 
by a significant margin of umpires votes earlier that 
month.   
 
This is a great recognition of his talents considering 
that he was voted ahead of any other player of twelve 
team competition.  It was all the more remarkable for 
the fact that Dazza had missed some of the earlier 
matches.  
 

 
 

Women’s Metro 2 Gold wins 
President’s team award 

 
The President’s team award is awarded to a team 
considered to have shown consistently excellent 
performance in their grade during the year.  This year 
the winner was the Women’s Metro 2 Gold team. This 
social team made the finals for the first time in years! 

 
�

 
www.justhockey.com.au 

 
Visit our large showroom at  

129 Burswood Road, Burswood WA  
or call (08) 9472 1129 

 
10% discount to all  

Fremantle Hockey Club Players 
 

 

 
Laurie Packham Trophy shared 

 
The Laurie Packham Trophy is the women’s equivalent 
of the Jack Rickie Award and is presented to the fairest 
and best player of the top women’s team each year. 
 
This year the two players shared this honour; Gemma 
Cowan and Rachel Robertson. The whole team agreed 
on these recipients given their highly developed skills 
and guidance on the field from years playing at state 
and national levels.  
 

 
 

Jessica Smith wins Porter Lee 
 
The Porter Lee trophy is presented to the junior who is 
considered to have been an outstanding contributor to 
the Club both on and off the field. Like its senior 
equivalent, the Hudson Memorial Trophy, it cannot be 
awarded more than once and is not necessarily awarded 
annually. 
 
This year the winner was Jessica Smith whom has been 
playing regularly in the boys U15 team, in senior 
womens team, has umpired and provided support to 
other players as required. Congratulations Jess! 

 

NEWS FLASH !!!! 
Pre-season starts early in February  

 
Don’t forget your hockey as the season will be back 
before you know it!  
 
Pre-season will be starting in early February 2008 and 
details of first session will be forwarded to those on the 
club email list in the new year. 
 
Women’s first session will take place on Saturday 2 
February 2008. All are welcome 
 
In the meantime, all the best for a safe and happy 
Christmas! 
 


