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A Night to Remember

The night of July 16 2008 was cold but the
atmosphere in the atrium at the Forrest Centre
was warm as 230 people gathered to celebrate
Fremantle Hockey Club’s 75" year. The mood
was set as guests entered through a guard of
honour of mannequins dressed in the Club’s
playing gear through the years while a magpie ice
sculpture was a showy centerpiece in the
socialising area.

Guests  took
pre-dinner
refreshments
around long
arrays of
display boards
holding
newspaper
cuttings about
Club personalites and the goings-on of
yesteryear. The main building, a replica of Lord
Alexander Forrest's residence, was a delightful
centrepoint to the ultra-modern skyscrapers that
dwarfed it.

The guests ranged from premiership heroes of the
1950s, Charlie Johnson and Tom Conway,
through heroes of the 2006 premiership to first
year members. Many old acquaintances and
former team mates met, in many cases, for the
first time in many years, and tales of old battles
were retold.

Channel Nine personality, Mark Readings, proved
to be a friendly and good humoured compere.
On-screen presentations included tributes to our
Club ranging from the Mayor of Fremantle, Peter
Tagliaferri to the W.A. Premier, Alan Carpenter
and included Channel Nine news reader, Dixie
Marshall as well as a number of prominent former
Australian players and officials. The following
night, Mark Readings read the news wearing his
Freo Magpie tie and delivered on-air thanks for
the evening. Clips of on-field activities of the
senior teams brought the celebrations to a team
level.

Date: 7 Aug 2008

Editor: lan Sills

Members' pride in their Club increased as
presentations revealed the accomplishment of all
things Freo. Then, came the surprise announce-
ment made
by Tony

Leeflang,
President of
Hockey WA
that Jim
Banks was
to be
awarded life
membership
of  Hockey
WA at a
future ceremony. The pride went through the roof
as a list of contributions made by Jim to WA
Hockey for more than 30 years was read out. Of
course, this considerable list did not include the
incredible work put in to this Club for a much
longer period.

When it was announced that Jim would be
awarded only the third life membership since the
men’s and women’s associations combined to
form Hockey WA, the audience stood as one and
gave him a standing ovation. What an honour for
Jim! What an honour for Freo! Well done Jim!

There are many people who contributed to the
success of the evening but a special mention
must go to the organizing committee Wayne
Blazejczyk, Kaylene Blazejczyk, Lill Raine,, Peta
Campbell, Paul Nicholls, Rosco Jenkins, Glenn
Spark and Tessa Ray. Our thanks go to you all.

lan Sills
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My take on the man they call
Jimmy Banks

For a guy that is such a hard-nosed competitor, | think
the biggest roar was saved for Jimmy Banks when he
received life membership of HockeyWA on the
Saturday night of the 75th. On a night where we all got
to catch up with all of our past and present great friends
from the club, Jimmy went and stole the limelight.

I'd like to share what |
know about Jim.

18 years ago Gail
Mounsey told me to go
down to Stevens Reserve
and talk to this "Jimmy
Banks" fella about playing
hockey. | went down on a
Tuesday night (yes we
used to train on Tuesdays
and Thursdays!) without a
stick, boots or anything
actually. | asked around and finally got to the guy they
call "Jimmy Banks". Well, the impression | got of Jim on
that night was no different to the one he has given me
any other time - hard, tough, straight to the point,
uncompromising and yet a guy who LOVES hockey.

On that night | was told in no uncertain terms | was not
to turn up on Thursday night at 6pm without a stick and
some boots. | knew he was trying to get back to the
training drills, but there was something about the way
he TOLD me to bring a stick back on Thursday night
which meant he cared, and not necessarily for me, but
the CLUB. I'm sure as the years have rolled on he has
cared (for me) at times - but he always prides himself
on the CLUB.

So | went back two days later after getting the dodgiest
wooden stick you've ever seen from Jim Kidd Sports
and | never looked back. | never looked back thanks to
one person - Jimmy Banks. I'd never played junior
hockey but had some speed and hand eye
coordination. Over the next 5 years, | got the feeling at
training Jimmy took me on as his project. He used to
run me harder, abuse me more, make me mark the
fields with him, make me drink beer with him at the
wind-ups, make me move the goals after training, make
me move the goals after games (yelling out from the
bar "Hey you guys, get those goals off the fields"). He
basically made me feel as welcome as I've ever felt at a
sporting club in my life. Actually he made me talk about
this club to all of my mates like it was the best club
going around and to this day | still feel that way and tell
people that.

Jimmy Banks would ask me before training on
Tuesdays how my game on the weekend went. He
would tell me not to tackle from the left side. He would

tell me not to charge on the tackle. He would tell me
forwards are [words | can not use here] and they are
mentally weak. He would tell me Freo are a tough club
and we don't care for pansies who play for other clubs.
He created this mystique about playing hockey for this
great club something really special. I'd even noticed him
standing behind the goals during some games and
followed in his footsteps in that area, as required!

Jimmy Banks has a way of telling you things. He just
tells you. He looks you in the eye and makes you listen
to him. I've never been coached by anyone who is more
intent on seeing you carry out his wishes than Jimmy
Banks, and don't forget this was just training! | have to
say that although I've played with some great players at
this club, Jimmy Banks told me most everything | know
about hockey. | vividly remember when | used to do silly
things at training, as | ran back to the drill he would pull
me aside and put his hand on my shoulder (squeeze
like mad) and get quite angry and animated at what I'd
done, but he always did it because he wanted you to
improve.

Then there is game day. When opposition teams
warmed up in the circle, "Get out of the circle!!" he
would yell from wherever at Stevens Reserve he was.
"Can you warm up off the field!!" wasl/is also a good
one. But, again, it's because he cares.

So, Jim, thanks for helping me to assimilate into this
great club they call the Fremantle Magpies.

Jim thanks for helping me to hate clubs like Raiders
and Pirates and Aquinas (particularly Raiders!).

Jim thanks for taking an interest in me and my family.

Most of all Jim thanks for being a real good mate. Pre-
season has never been the same since Carolyn used to
feed you those dreaded pyramid running programs and
we'd get out and running 2 months before the season
started. | can still hear, "This is the last 5 minutes of the
game when the other teams give up, Paul!" when the
legs were starting to burn.

Congratulations from me and my family, Jimmy Banks,
on your life membership with Hockey WA. You deserve
it and more. Great clubs are defined by their history and
mine is littered with great memories of this Jimmy
Banks fella. | only hope that the Andy Shorters, Glenn
Strothers and Wayne Blazza's can continue to welcome
new members to the club as well as | have seen you do
with myself and many others.

Thank you, Jim.
Your mate from the Freo Hockey Club,

Paul "PJ/Crim/Paulie" Connolly
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20 seconds with JULIA SISSON
- Willow Bridge League

Name: Julia Sisson
Nickname : Jai, Jules (if | have to)
Born where: Armadale (NSW)

Favourite beer: Grolsh

Position (hockey only at thls stage): RH

The book beside your bed : Some self-help book. The
Seven Habits of Highly Effective People

Favourite website: Bureau of Meteorology

Favourite music: Damian Rice

Favourite nite spot: My lounge

Followed up by a feed at: My lounge (wow, | see a pattern
developing).

Favourite Holiday: Yamba

Career outside of hockey: Environmental
Hobbies outside of hockey:  Who has time?

3 dream deserted island co inhabitants: Gordon Ramsay
he can do the cooking and entertaining), the boys from Top
Gear (They are counting as one) and Stephen Hawking (he
can figure out how to get the worm holes going so that we can
get off). Yep, I think that’s a good plan!!!

Magpies hit Blades for 7

Hail, thunder, heavy rain, gusty winds.. a typical winter
night, one of those nights you want to be on the couch
with a hot chocolate watching movies.. wishful thinking!
The Willow Bridge ladies had to complete a
game against a unique opposition (Blades), at the
coldest place on earth (PHS 2).

This weekend was a special one for the Fremantle
community, with the big 75th anniversay bash on
Saturday night. Probably not the best game to be
playing with a spray tan or manicured finger nails, but
the game had to be played, and won.

Melita Morriss scored Freo's first within minutes, with a
backstick flick over the goalie off a short corner. Soon
after, the ball travelled across the face of goals for the
taking, but no one was on the post. The Irish teamed up
as Kate Dillon whacked the ball hard across goals and
Emma Smyth deflected the ball into the top left corner!
Kate Dillon made the most of her scoring break and
flicked the ballinto the net off a rebound from the
goalie's pads.

Sara Laidler was given the opportunity to take a penalty
stroke, and proved she was more than capable when
she converted Fremantle's fourth goal.

| said above that the opposition are unique. Well, they
should have been teeing off at Dianella Golf Club
because their free hits were above head high and
extremely dangerous. Hello, we have our 75th
anniversary tomorrow night, we don't want any black
eyes or lumpy heads thank you.

A half field sprint before half time, by Emma Smyth,
Kate Dillon and Jess Laidlersaw Emma Smyth
drag right and leave the goalie grounded while she ran
into an open goal and scored Fremantle's fifth goal for
the game.

Fremantle started the second half witha bang as
Emma Smyth one timed the ball into the net to give
her another hat trick for the season

Blades continued to undercut the ball through the
game, which didn't even help get the ball forward
because Fremantle just collected it and charged at
them. One final goal from Emma Smyth from another
penalty stroke gave Emma her fourth and Fremantle a
tidy 7-0 win.

The weekend was tipped off by a great win from the
Dockers, thanks for making it a Freo weekend boys!
They do say things come in 3's - winning, celebrating
and drinking!

Melzy

2008 Silver Sponsor

H tw

SINCE 1888

GATEWAY

For all your real estate needs
Contact Harcourts
(08) 9414 8400
http://atwell.harcourts.com.au/
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HOCKEY WA E-NEWS 75th Annlver Sary
Bulletin Ten
The latest Bulletin gives a write up on the Hockey h d '

Australia Hall of Fame inductees from WA and the M er C a-n I %
recent sensational win by the U21 women.
Ladders for all grades are included so you can

see how your club is going at a glance. I I
http://www.hockeywa.org.au/2006_bulletin.cfm Pr ICe L ISt
Umpire Fact Sheet ]

If you are umpiring occasionally the following link Ties $30.00
takes you to a one page summary for the _dgy. Cuff Links $30.00
Refer to it each time you umpire. An umpiring

course will be held on Wednesday the 6 August at Bottle Opener $10.00
Perth.Hockey Stadium from 6.30-8pm for those Handbag Holder $10.00
umpiring a few games a year.

http://www.hockeywa.org.au/2006 scopepage.cf T-Shirts $35.00
m?scopeCode=factsheets Wristbands $2.00
Hockey Radio Program Stickers $1.00
101.7 SportsFM has the latest hockey news on

Wizard Home Loans matches, stories of interest i

and reports on other grades depending on the Our Major Sponsor for 2008
invited guests. The program is on Fridays at

3.30pm.

To hear former broadcasts go to:
www.sportfm.com.au

Be in the right gear to watch Olympic hockey
Buy your Australian Hockey supporters gear
online.
http://www.hockeyaustralia.kukrisports.com

the freed
Indoor Hockey — A great summer fithess game M ﬁtr—y

Indoor Hockey has a carnival happening in
September (after the winter season) for Under 16

and 18s who would like to try the sport. Get a See the range of lifestyle options at Freedom
team together and nominate using the following www.freedompools.com
link: O’Connor (08) 9331 5027

http://www.hockeywa.org.au/uploads/pdf/Expressi
on of Interest - Junior Indoor State Champs.pdf

Mention the Freo Magpies sent you!
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20seconds with HELEN JARVIE
- Willow Bridge League

Nickname: H
Born where:  Sydney, NSW

Favourite beer; A nice dark
ale like McEwans 80 and
Speights Old Dark

Position (hockey only at this stage): Halfback..altho’
| seem to be slipping back to full back these days!

The book beside your bed:  Underbelly — the
Gangland War’ and ‘An Extreme Event’ (1998 Sydney —
Hobart yacht race)

Favourite website: Facebook .... sad but true
Favourite music: Anything | can sing along with....

Favourite Freo Moment: So far the highlight has got
to be ‘Flight Night- 2008’

Favourite nite spot:  The Leeuwin Barracks Officers’
Mess

Followed up by a feed at: The Left Bank (haven't
been out to many other places here yet)

Favourite Holiday : Sailing the Greek Islands

Career outside of hockey: Marketing

Hobbies outside of hockey:  Guitar, photography,
sailing

3 dream deserted island co inhabitants: A survival

expert, Matt Damon and a really good masseuse

www.justhockey.com.au

Visit our large showroom at
129 Burswood Road, Burswood WA
or call (08) 9472 1129

10%discount to all
Fremantle Hockey Club Players

Senior teams’ Ladder Positions
after Round 14 — W/E 2/3 Aug

2008 Silver Sponsor

For all your printing needs,

Contact: Richard Youngs on (08) 9364 66

http://www.worldwide.com.au/

Team Points |Position
Men

*Wizard Cup 33 Fifth
*Premier 2 20 Ninth
Provisional 3 10 Ninth
Premier Alliance (3) 20 Fifth
Metro 1 9 Eighth
Metro 2 Gold 23 Fourth
Metro 3 White 27 Second
Metro 4 6 Eighth
Over 50 9 Seventh
Midweek 6 Tenth
Women

Willow Bridge League 45 First
Promotion 2 37 First
Provisional 1 15 Sixth
Provisional 2 Gold 10 Eighth
Provisional 3 Gold 21 Fifth
Metro 1 9 Seventh
Metro 2 Gold 18 Seventh
Vets 3 19 Sixth

*after round 18

66
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