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Club history made:
Record crowd
acknowledges top teams

With our women'’s teams doing so well last year,
Fremantle has been a magnet for many new
recruits. Twenty five new women’s registrations
has created a happy problem for selector and
judging by the enormous crowd the Players’ Tea,
one could be forgiven for thinking that all of them
were present.

To acknowledge the historic nature of this event
were two premiership heroes of the 1950s, Tom
Conway and Charlie Johnson, who were joined by
a stalwart of that era, Harley Marks.

The much anticipated announcement of each
member of the top men’s and women’s teams by
their respective coaches, Julian ‘Kegs’ Rayney
and Mal Cowan was accompanied by a playing
shirt presentation by Tom Conway for the men
and Wendy Pritchard for the women.

A delicious meal was served at no cost to
members following the presentations. The meal
was donated by a sponsor who, for the moment,
will remain nameless. It was an enormous feat of
organisation considering the numbers to be fed
and all those involved should be proud of the
outcome.

lan Sills

ROAST DINNER
& AGM

This Thurs 30 April 2009,

commencing at 7.30pm

Selection of roast meat and
vegies will be served as $8
per plate. Of course,
the Bar will be open.

lan Sills

Hat-trick to new arrival
Men AHG Premier 1

Suburbans return to the AHG Men's Premier
League is one they will want to forget after they
were outclassed by a more determined Fremantle
on Friday night (17 April) going down 7-1.

Phil Marshall demonstrated why he was voted the
competition’s best player last year with a
commanding display in the attacking half;
however it was Trinidad and Tobago international
Kwan Brown who stole the show with a hat-trick of
lethal penalty corner conversions.

Subs went into the game hopeful of a surprise
result with the Magpies missing Captain Darryl
McCormack who was away. After an even
opening, the Nedlands based side responded
quickly to Brown’s 13th minute opener when Ben
Hare converted an unplanned corner variation just
four minutes later.

It was all Fremantle after that point with Marshall
notching the first of his brace and Brown his
second for a commanding 3-1 half time lead. The
pair put the game beyond doubt early in the
second half with a goal each in as many minutes
— Marshall's second epitomising the difference
between the two sides with a cutting run through
the Subs defence.

The frustration was evident in Subs as they lacked
their early sharpness and Fremantle were able to
add further goals through Jake Lavery and
Andrew Hawson in the final 15 minutes for a
resounding victory.

Fremantle coach Julian Rayney was pleased with
Fremantle’s transfer of play and ball movement in
his debut game. “Subs set up well against us
early on and it took us a while to get going but we
were able to overrun them in the second half.”

Report courtesy of Hockey WA website

News Flash! Women’s win first game

Hard work of many over the off-season paid off
with a convincing 8-2 win over South West
Strikers in  Fremantle’s first AHG Women'’s
Premier League match of 2009 on Sun 26" April.
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Foundation breakfast opener

Sunday morning saw a great crowd turn up at the
Swan Yacht Club for the first event for this year
organised by the Kevin Martin Foundation.

The buffet breakfast was enjoyed by some of
Kevin's former team mates, hockey and business
associates together with their partners; many of
whom were catching up on old times.

It was great to see former Australian players,
Craig Davies and David Bell, who are both former
Magpies, in earnest conversation with former
team mates.

Keith Smith provided a background to the
Foundation (more about that in a future Magpie)
and a brief biography of Kevin the player. He was
followed by Sharron Wharton-Street who seemed
to have pulled up well after the Hawaiian Night.

Sharron proved to be a very capable substitute for
our president who was enjoying a holiday at Coral
Bay. She provided the members and guests with
an excellent talk on Freo, both the past and its
plans for the future leaving us all with confidence
that the Club is in excellent hands.

Other events planned for this year include a lunch
and dinner; all of which are fund-raisers for Club
projects.

lan Sills

Enjoying good company at the recent
Kevin Martin Foundation breakfast

Condolences to Lauder

The members and committee of Fremantle
Hockey Club extend their condolences to popular
veteran, Lauder Coomber whose wife, Jan, lost
her battle with cancer recently.

Kings of the Grass?

In late March, the Men Metro 2's grass side
played the Turf 4 social turf team in a friendly on
the dry-in-parts Melville turf. A great game played
in great spirit by both sides under trying
circumstances (hot conditions, numerous
hangovers, Birdy and Johnny Lee umpiring etc...).
Thanks to the umpires by the way, good decisions
mostly...

In the end the self-proclaimed “Kings of the
Grass” the Metro 2’s came good on their non-
preferred and way too fast surface - turf. A
scoreline of 3-0 did not do justice to the number of
good shots Matty's team got off, but we were
lucky enough to snaffle a goalie from the earlier
game (Greg) who made some Kkiller saves! Matty
himself put in a consistent performance, Nathan
worked hard all day as well for the 2 place
getters. Mutty put in his usual effort down back
and Mike came on for a bit, tried to kill me (and |
thought | was the one usually laying the
hard/dirty/overly-vigorous tackles), and then we
didn’t see him again.

For the victors, Marty was workmanlike
considering breaking the pre-game-night-out-
sherbie-limit - Two goals attesting to his mental
toughness and ability to play out a full game. Lyle,
the new sneaky recruit, dazzled with some skills
and neat passes from Left Wing. Wazza played a
great cameo from full back alongside our
workhorse, Johnny V (no relation to Johnny
Valliant that great manager of professional
wrestlers in the 80’s). Dusty/Justin showed his
usual tackling flair but seemed a bit puffed from a
long pre-season travelling the world. Shano came
good in the midfield with some deft moves, but the
heat got him in the end, only Elis seemed to
handle the heat and run out a full game. Beno
came back for his first game in a while and got
heaps of ball and that was us.

It's great to see teams from our club playing
against each other, playing hard but fair and
building some camaraderie with some post-match
drinks; as they said in the castle, “Why would ya’
wanna’ play anywhere else (darl)?”

We're not sure if we've secured the pre-
season/post-season Kings of the Grass for an
unprecedented 4™ consecutive year yet, but we're
willing to take all challenges from grass sides.

P.S. Congrats to Ralphy's band “Oats Supply”
who won World Series of Rock from those 80's
sheilas again on Saturday night (28/3/09). Another
one that's going straight to the pool room!

PJ (Paul Connolly)
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FHC AGM (Pt 2)

With the season in full swing, what are you
missing out on? Thursday nights at the
clubrooms, | would think! If you haven't been
down to the clubrooms on a Thursday night, you
are not only missing training for many grades but
also a good feed afterwards as each senior team
of the club make hearty homemade meals each
weekend.

This Thursday 30" April 2009, we have Chef
extraordinaire, Rosco Jenkins and the Metro 3
Boys making Roast Dinners for all. $8 a plate and
various types of meat and vegie.

The bar will be open, fully stocked for us to talk
‘tactics' after the first few games.

Following dinners, we will be holding the
Fremantle Hockey Club AGM (Part 2) where
YOUR club will be discussed. Please make your
voice heard, all are welcome. Expected start time
approximately 7.30pm, this Thursday.

ANZAC Day change

As previously advised in email, due to the Aquinas
turf not being completed on time, the Annual
David Bell Trophy match between Fremantle and
Old Aquinians 1* division could not be played on
ANZAC day, therefore this game has been
rescheduled.

This regular season fixture will now be played on
Thursday 7" May 2009, commencing at 7pm at
the new Aquinas Turf (within the grounds of
Aquinas College Manning). Old Aquinians has
kindly offered to provide men’s turf training during
this week given the inconvenience.

All are invited to watch the match, which may
result in a lean evening at the Freo clubrooms.
Aquinas will be hosting the after event
celebrations.

Lee Abbott

Ladies vets

The Ladies Vets had their first outing for the
season on Wednesday 15 April. The 9.30pm slot
must be a good one because all performed well,
adapting to the new rules and starting the season
with a 3-0 victory over Uni Soaks. Notable was
Lisa Chandler’s two goals and one goal from our
secret weapon Di Bower. Welcome back to
Shanie Algie who also starred in goal. Thanks to
Tim and the kids and James Chandler for
providing us with an audience to showcase our
skills.

Linda Green

NEW SPONSOR 2009

For all your beauty needs
(Men and Women)
Contact Donna and her team

Suite 6/163 Canning Highway, East Freo
www.bellasskincare.com.au
(08) 9339 7121

Over 60s Freo / Aquinians

Anzac Day isn't the only day the Magpies and
Reds will be seen on the field together. After not
fielding a 60s team for two years due to lack of
numbers, Fremantle has agreed to combine with
Aquinians players to compete in the Over 60s
winter competition. Since the Association system
cannot handle joint teams it will be entered as an
Aquinas side, but the team members will wear
their respective club shirts. It means that finally
our older players do not have to play with other
club teams to get a game.

The first game against Hale on Saturday showed
that two different uniforms were no impediment to
dominating the territory. Unfortunately, the curse
of many vets teams, missed opportunities resulted
ina 1-1 draw.

lan Sills

Stadium Season Passes 2009

The season pass for Perth Hockey Stadium (PHS)
entry to local matches is $70 and is great value if
you are regularly at PHS as a player or spectator.
The pass gives entry to all mid week and
weekend fixtures at PHS.

Please supply a passport size photo for the
pass, for identification purposes, by email if
possible to admin@hockeywa.org.au

Players from the premier teams particularly will
find the pass saves them money for home
matches. Other players will have to work out the
benefits depending on how often they visit PHS
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Junior News

After another great U13 Regional Championships
at the end of last season, our South Metro region
was able to get 10 players through to the Hockey
WA Level 1 Talent Squad, the most from any
region. Even better for Freo, two of those players
were ours.

Connor  Armitage
(right) and Matt
Bird were selected
to attend numerous
training runs at
PHS with the 48
other players
selected from
through out the
state to attend.
Hopefully, we can
improve our numbers once again this season.

Hat Trick for Matt Bird

It's been a big off-season for some of our juniors;
Matt Bird being no exception. Matt was the
surprised recipient of the “City of Cockburn
Returned Services League, ANZAC Memorial
Award for Sportsmanship” in honour of the late
Private Dick Green.

Matt received his award at his last assembly of
primary school from the President of the Cockburn
RSL, Mr. Vic Boreham. To add to this honour Matt
was also selected in the first WA U/12 Schoolboy
team to attend the “Pacific School Games” in
Canberra.

The Pacific School
games are held every
four years along a
Olympics for school
kids idea in a number
of sports. 2008 is the
first time WA had
taken U/12s to the
competition.

The boys performed

well enough to come

home with a Bronze medal. And to round it all off,

early this year, Matt received the Commercial Milk

Supply, Hockey Scholarship to Como Secondary

College’s hockey program, where he has been

receiving guidance from FHC's new elite junior
development coach, Tate Napier.

Birdman

Boost for Junior coaching:
‘Armo’ comes to club

With our talented juniors receiving bonus training
through our new development squad under Tate
Napier, a quiet transition of new coaches has not
gone unnoticed.

A huge boost to our junior coaching ranks has
been the addition of Paul Armitage taking on our
boys 9/10 A reserve team. Armo, as most of you
will know, brings a huge wealth of top level
knowledge to a team that will receive and use it
well.

Also, the addition of Dean Golding, back from a
stint at Melville, to our boys 7/8 A team as
assistant coach will give us another high level of
experience and another point of view for these
developing players.

With the influx of junior players we still require
more help with coaching of these extra teams. If
anyone can spare some time to put back into our
great club, please don’t hesitate to speak to Linda
Green or Greg Bird (Birdman) about some options
and incentives to help out, The Junior season is
fast approaching.

Birdman

Elite Magpies of the future
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Club Silver Sponsor

For all your real estate needs
Contact the Harcourts Gateway team
http://atwell.harcourts.com.au/
(08) 9414 8400

New Sponsor —
Flight Centre Garden City

Flight Centre Garden City has recently agreed to
establish a partnership with the Fremantle Hockey
Club by setting up a new referral agreement. By
establishing this contribution program, Fremantle
Hockey Club will earn financial reward for every
trip, holiday or flight booked with Flight Centre
Garden City. This financial reward is based on 2%
of the value of each booking made by Fremantle
members, family or friends. The annual
corresponding amount will then be paid to the club
in the form of sponsorship dollars.

Simple and easy to use - Members of the club
and friends simply quote your Fremantle Hockey
Club’'s name when they make a booking. At the
end of each quarter, six months or year, the club
will be provided with the contribution total.

You'd be surprised how fast it adds up! A
booking to Europe for two people inclusive of
flights, taxes, insurance, accommodation and rail
or car hire can be valued at $10,000. For each
booking like this, Fremantle Hockey Club would
receive $200!

Plus, the person making the booking does not
even have to be a direct member - any friend or
associate who tells us they were referred by FHC
will provide the club with more travel rewards.

Get on board today and book your end-of-season
trip through Flight Centre Garden City. More info
on the club website — www.freohockey.com

Each individual is responsible for ensuring our
sponsors get benefits from the Fremantle Hockey
Club name. We still have spaces for new
sponsors in 2009 — please contact Sharron
Wharton-Street for more information.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

The club fundraising sausage sizzle at Bunnings
Leach Hwy, Melville held over the weekend of
Saturday 4/Sunday 5 April was a huge success.
Thanks to all club members who turned the
snaggers on the weekend, and special thanks to
Linda Green for all her hard work coordinating.
We are hoping to have another fundraiser later in
the year, and we ask all players to volunteer a
little of their time to help. Some happy snaps
below.

Thanks Barney

Following the death of his wife, former Freo vets
goalie Barney Hamid, is heading back to the Land
of the Long White Cloud where he was born.

He has donated his goalie gear to the club and it
has already been put to good use by a new
recruit, so we thank Barney for his kind donation.

Magpie read overseas

It was good to receive an email from Brian Bird,
formerly from Harlies, but now based in Malaysia.
Brian keeps an eagle eye on the goings-on at
Freo via the Magpie and the internet. He has
quietly confessed to have liked to have played for
Fremantle, if he hadn't joined Harlies.
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