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Men’s AHG — Mid-season report

We are now half way through the 2009 AHG League
season. Twenty men from many varied backgrounds
have taken the field for the Mighty Magpies this year,
including six players making their debuts at the club.
Tasmania, Northern Territory, Australian Capital
Territory, New South Wales, Ireland and Trinidad
and Tobago have been represented. From rural
Western Australia we have had people from
Bunbury, Geraldton, Albany, Kalgoorlie and even
Kalamunda playing for us. Well it seems rural,
Jimmy!

After the first complete round of games, we are in
fourth place on the ladder with 8 wins and just 3
losses. The three losses have been to those teams
above us on the ladder so we know the standard we
need to reach.

One of the highlights of our season so far has been
the goal scoring form the much talked about Kwan
Browne. Kwan has scored in every game he has
played so far with 17 goals in just 9 games played.
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We hope to have him back very soon with him
having to duck out of the country for a few weeks.

It has definitely not been a one-man show for us.
Andrew Charters in goals with Daz, Smooth,
Nickers, Esky and Waska in deep defence have
proved hard to score against. Creeky, Kwan,
Jimmy, Pauly and Fab have given us a lot of run
through the midfield. Up front Chalky bones, Horse,
Largs, Cam, Charlie, Jakey, Chris Metcalfe, and new
Irishman Jonny Bruton have been sneaking around
sniffing out goals. The return of the flying Frenchmen
Pezza and Cheyno has given us some much-
needed versatility.

We face the challenge of maintaining our position in
the finals with great anticipation and striving to go
one.

Clay

Engagement Congratulations

Congratulations to committee member, John Van
Herwaarden and Fiona on their engagement
on 20" June 2009.

We wish you all the very best.

Challenge Cup place for
Women'’s Provisional 3 Gold
Fremantle v Vic Park (14 ™ June)

What a hard fight game it was — we had to win to
secure our spot. Thanks to Fletch for coaching - but
we all know you want players for your team.

An opposition who were determined to win gave it
all; but a spectacular field goal by Cara Wright
ensured a 1 nil win on a cold Sunday night. A well-
practised team showed good humour at the height of
fierce competition.

We look forward to a Challenge Cup game against
Vic Park this weekend - fingers crossed and another
chance to show we will NOT lay down for them to
walk over. Supporters welcomed — guaranteed to be
entertaining!

Lee
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This man loves to watch....

It's a rare thing for me to get a full weekend of
hockey in, like for most of us I'm lucky most
weekends to squeeze my game in, let alone
anything else. But when | get the chance, | like to
get out and watch as many Freo games as possible.
The weekend just passed was one of the rare one’s
and it reminded me of exactly why | should get out
and support my fellow club members at every
available opportunity.

A squally Richardson Park was pit stop #1 on
Saturday afternoon, where the Metro 3 men’s took
on runaway league leaders Wesley South Perth.
The two sides have a somewhat chequered past
over recent seasons (better you ask Rosco or Fletch
for the full story), with the match up proving to meet
the expectations of a gritty encounter.

Play was pretty even throughout, with Freo making
good use of rotating through a solid bench. Mike
Jones opened up the scoring with a deft one time
sweep, before the home side drew level with a well
executed (but soft) effort. The Magpies were spurred
on by a lively sideline support and displayed genuine
desire and effort to repay their faith. Freo soon
found themselves 2-1 down and it wasn’t until
midway through the second period that they drew
level. New Queensland recruit, Tim Lebpansf,
opened his account for the club, bursting through the
right channel with a mazy run before coolly finding
the roof of the net from the top of the circle. Game
on. Legs tired and gaps appeared for both sides,
but it was Freo who took the decisive steps to close
out a victory, with youngster Tommy Cliff popping up
to notch his first goal for the season.

A sensational 3-2 result for the boys and a
performance that showed a lot of character with
signs that they have bounced back well from last
season’s grand final loss.

With the dog dropped home it was time for phase 2
of the operation and a trip over to Shenton Park to
watch the Men’s 1's (Special thanks to Tom & Nele
for chauffeur services). Our hosts, Subs, haven't
exactly set the league on fire with their re-
appearance in the upper echelons of WA hockey
and offered little spark in this encounter. It was
fantastic to see Eli back in the black & white and well
done to Fab and recent Irish recruit, Jonny Bruton,
who grabbed a goal a piece to give us a 2-0 victory.

Hilton

Call Lincoln for a competitive quote.
Located at 180 Carrington Street, Hilton.
Phone: (08) 9337 1019
Email: tyrepowerhilton@iprimus.com.au
Web: www.tyrepower.com.au

2009 Silver Sponsor

Ross Wharton-Street
0400 243 120
ross@blazeconveyancing.com.au

A great team victory from those on the park and
particularly for the support crew on the sideline.
Special mentions to Jason Musty (running the
bench) and to Celeste for looking after the dog when
| went to the bar.

It was especially pleasing to see Jimmy McPherson
as water boy (he reckons he was manager for the
night, but the rack of bottles in his right hand was a
dead giveaway) as I'd only just transferred him from
my fantasy league team (not enough goals to feature
in ‘The Crabs’, sorry Jim!).

The pinnacle of Saturday’s adventures was reached
at the ever so super UWA ‘Superturf’ where the
Magpie choir was in full force. They were there to
back up the Women'’s Provisional 2 Gold, who were
challenging a youthful Uni host side in somewhat
bleaker conditions than those earlier in the day. And
there was nowhere to hide for the plucky participants
as they squared up with only 10—a—side. Great spirit
and positive attacking hockey was the recipe for a
Freo success, triumphing 2-0 with top goals from
Rachel Halls & Kelsey Mather.

Sadly the bar wasn't open at the end of the game,
but had it been, then | would definitely have got the
shout, in lieu of the great entertainment provided.

With little time to develop a hangover, my boys were
in action @ Melville-Turf for a Sunday lunch time
game. The season couldn't really have gone any
better thus far, sitting 2" on the ladder with 8 wins
and just the 1 loss. Third placed Southern River
were our opponents, worthy adversaries last time
around, despite the 3-0 victory we enjoyed.
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The game was approached with a dogged spirit from
both sides, not necessarily delivering a pretty game,
but certainly an encounter that engaged the
excellent crowd. With 6 minutes to spare, Fremantle
were showing signs of tiredness with Southern River
frantically searching for a late equalizer, they got it to
level the scores at 2-2. Earlier efforts from Ross
Wharton-Street (a stunning reverse stick effort from
way out left) and Leigh Niblock (a delightful smash
high into the net) had opened our goal tally. The
shock leveller galvanized Freo into a wave of
offensive pressure. After numerous forays into the
Southern River 25 and with less than 2 minutes on
the clock, probably our last penalty corner chance
came our way. We put it in the net, but it was
disallowed! Aarrgggh!! Of course it travelled outside
the ‘D’ ump! However, all was not lost, and | can't
quite remember how, but with just 40 secs remaining
Leigh Niblock struck the killer blow to bring us home
with a 3-2 success.

It was a really gutsy all round performance from the
boys, one to make you feel proud and certainly
deserving the win. Straight after we duly performed
a mammoth rendition of the club song, cos when we
win, we sing. You'd be amazed at the passion that
goes into it from our bunch of blokes, there is a real
sense of teamwork and mateship developing which
is something I'm stoked to be a part of.

Four games down for the weekend and four wins, so
to round out the weekend its back to Melville for the
Women'’s Provisional 3 Gold clash with their stadium
hosts. Freo held a deserved 1-O half time lead
courtesy of Tanya ‘Joey’ Griffin’s deft opener. Joey
was a lively threat throughout perfectly exemplifying
the manner in which the Freo girls went about their
business. Tenacious in the tackle, hard running off
the ball, they put in a performance worthy of wearing
the black & white. The home side unfortunately
managed to level the scoreline in the second period,
the 1-1 draw the only blemish on my 100% weekend
record!

As a foot note to both women’s turf matches our
esteemed president (who by the way played a
blinder in both), seemingly taking advantage of the
fact that I'd had a small libation, dared me to do a
nudey run if either Freo team scored 3 in the 2" half.
| foolishly agreed, but fortunately for all concerned (it
was quite chilly by then) the required goal quota
wasn't achieved; we didn't lose any games and |
kept my gear on! A word of warning to any young
impressionable blokes out there — just take it easy if
you intend on mixing alcohol and watching Lee
Abbott play!!

Thank you Fremantle for an awesome weekend. |
thoroughly recommend that you get out and support
your fellow club members whenever you can. Like
my experience, you will witness a sense of spirit,
passion and honesty throughout the teams with a
visible pride at representing our club. Whatever
grade you go and watch, you'll find it, just remember
my warning about beer and keeping your gear on.

Come on you Magpies!!
Matt Allen
Note from the Editor:

Mr Matt Allen will be featuring in the Men's
Provisional 3 Gold Challenge Cup game this
Saturday evening at 7.45pm at PHS-2. Come along
to support these boys on Saturday night, we expect
a match as entertaining as his Magpie report. And
don’t worry, we will make a deal to keep his clothes
on!

Club hosts Vets Challenge Cups

Once again, the quality of our grounds have meant
that they have been selected to host the Vets
Challenge Cups.

You don't need to have a Nobel Prize to work out
how valuable this is to the club. Vets spend money
in the bar, buy food, and raffle tickets providing the
Club with a much-needed income boost.

However, this can’t happen without your help. We
need you to donate some time — even an hour would
help — to set up the grounds, cook and sell food and
help in the bar.

When?  This Saturday July 11

What? Help from 2pm onwards

Who? Contact Sharron on 0418 924 688 or
turn up and offer help at the bar.

NEW SPONSOR 2009

Shakespeare Partners —
Chartered Accountants &
Shakespeare Financial Services

Accounting, Business Planning,
Financial Planning, Home Loans
& Asset Financing

47 QOutram Street, West Perth WA 6005
www.shakes.com.au
Telephone: (08) 9321 2111
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Roadtrip — Women’s AHG Premier
1 win in Bunbury

Last weekend, our Women’s Premier 1 team had
their mid-season roadtrip for our away fixture playing
South West Strikers in Bunbury on Saturday 4" July.
With a number of girls unavailable for this game, it
was a spirited bunch of girls who jumped on a
borrowed bus on Saturday morning at 10am. Eager
to get to the field with plenty of time, coach Mal was
well prepared, and lucky he was, as not even a few
kilometres out of Perth, a light appeared on the dash
— low brake fluid! We could see the headlines
now........ Returning to pick up point, girls made the
quick change of bus to a more intimate experience in
the back-up smaller vehicle. A new team song was
pencilled on the way down (and that is even without
even one beer in hand), with more verses to be
added as the day progressed.

Arriving in Bunbury with time to spare, the girls kitted
up to take on South West Strikers, whom are always
known to be tougher on their home turf. The girls
who played this fixture must be congratulated; they
played with heart and guts, which results in a 2-1
win. Although not a huge score line, this is all that is
needed to win a game of hockey, and it was a
pleasure to see the smiles on the faces of all after
the result.

Next Social Event
Saturday 18 ™ July 2009

Ask your Team Manager for details or
visit the website www.freohockey.com

Of course, what is trip down south without a little
sightseeing? — So that night off we went to the Bull &
Bush Tavern in Boyanup for a feed. Pizza, pasta and
steak done, all back to Blazejczyk's farm house for
overnight stay. Hmmmm not much sleep, but a few
stories around the fire.

Discussion included vegetables, | have never ever
....... (in front of Tanya’s Dad — thanks John for being
our chauffeur for the weekend!) and plans for a real
end of season trip (Gulie — | think | suggested
Cervantes?). Early start on Sunday morning as we
needed to get our Premier 2s girl back to Perth for
their fixture - eggs, Bacon & beans did the trick to
get the girls moving, whilst token new Aussie Lara
wandered the field looking for Skippy.

Special thanks must go to all girls for committing to
giving up so much time for the team and club, in
particular Sarah Dick, Brenda Golding and Denise
Famlonga for stepping up when called upon. Thanks
for Mal for putting it all together.

Sharron

Freo Minkey kids get session
with the HockeyRoos

Freo Minkey Girls had the chance to get expert
coaching from Hockeyroo players earlier this month
at the Perth Hockey Stadium. Freo Mini-Magpies
were excited to have their own Freo players coach
them, with Nic Arrold and Emily Hurtz taking special
care of the youngsters.

We would like to wish both Emily and Nic all the best
in the upcoming Champions Trophy matches in
Sydney. From here, Emily will continue her travels
with the Aussie team travelling to the US for the
Junior World Cup, then off to New Zealand of the
Oceania Qualifers with Nic.

The Freo 1s girls will miss you, but will pressure on
the ladder leaders whilst you are away. All the best
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Magpie Vets take flight

Congratulations to Helen Jarvie for her selection in
the WA Over 40s Women'’s State team, who will be
travelling to Hobart later this year.

Congratulations also to Bill Campbell (WA Over 60s
Men'’s State Team) and Bob Bowyer (WA Over 70s
Men'’s State Team) on their selections & will be
travelling to Melbourne for tournaments.

We also congratulate Kate Mead who is currently
playing in the U18 Women’s Championship in
Canberra — WA is in the semi-finals as we go to
print, hoping for a No. 1 finish.

We are proud of all our State and National
Representatives

FHC AHG Men Player Profile

Name: Andrew Hawson
Nickname: Horse

Hockey Position: Forward

Looking for love: No

Fav Freo Moment: Making Men’s Final in 08
Highest Hockey Honour:  AHL 1999 — 2003
Hate: Pre-season, Goalies, shopping
Like: Sleeping, being lazy, Essendon

Which SuperHero would you most like to be &
why? No idea

Merchandise Discounted
& Club keys

Get in now to get your Fremantle Hockey Club 75"
polo shirts, discounted to $25 for a limited time.
All merchandise available at the bar,
show your colours now.

Anyone with key to club, please contact Lee
for new security code number, as old number
will be deleted shortly.

Senior teams’ Ladder Positions
after Round 11 — W/E 4/5 July
(AHG Men Round 13, Women 10)

Juniors Magpies selected in
Regionals rep teams

Congratulations to Kirsty Joyce, Nathanael
Kenworthy, Declan Spencer, Matt Bird and Conor
Armitage (train-on) for being named in the
Under 15s Regional teams.

Team Points | Position
Men

AHG — Premier 1 27 Fourth
Premier 2 15 Eighth
Premier Alliance 4 Twelfth
Provisional 3 Gold 27 First
Metro 1 7 Eighth
Metro 2 Gold 12 Sixth
Metro 3 Gold 18 Fourth
Metro 4 22 Third
Midweek Over 40s 16 Fourth
Over 50 4 Eighth
Over 60 (Combined) 8 Seventh
Women

AHG — Premier 1 19 Third
Premier 2 9 Seventh
Premier Alliance 1 10 Sixth
Provisional 2 Gold 20 Second
Provisional 3 Gold 20 Second
Metro 1 4 Ninth
Metro 2 Gold 19 Fourth
Midweek Vets 27 Second
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